
Bold New Music, Passionate Performance

Mondays Between
Please join us Monday, March 22 at 7pm PDT for the video premiere of Toru
Takemitsu's Air for flute, performed by Tod Brody on Earplay's January 30,
2017 concert at San Francisco's Herbst Theatre. This March, we're highlighting
Takemitsu, the featured composer for Earplay's Season 32.

 
We recommend the use of higher quality audio headphones, rather than your computer 
speaker audio, and we look forward to having you join us! 

  

CLICK HERE TO PLAY VIDEO
 

Audio recorded by David Ogilvy; video by Kirby Castro

Takemitsu's last composition, Air for solo flute (1995), was dedicated to the
great Swiss flutist Aurèle Nicolet on the occasion of his 70th birthday. Joining
the choir of great musicians to leave us in 2016, Nicolet passed away just after
his 90th birthday at the beginning of the year.
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— B. B.    
 

The work opens with an impressionistic,
introductory passage emphasizing the pitch A
like a recitation tone. A clearly articulated four-
note motif is then played twice in the high
register, the second echoing the first. This
principle motif recurs throughout the piece in
various guises. The opening is repeated, now
with descending whole-tone scales, and the
motif is presented again, but opened up
through arpeggiation. The mood soon becomes
more introverted, with little sighing figures and
an occasional flighty gesture.

The motif is stated again, but the order of the notes has changed. A series of
ascending melodic arcs follow, and the motif is extended and then
fragmented. The motif is then presented with the pitches all in ascending
order. The music becomes more active, including flutter-tonguing and insistent
marcato accents as the music descends through two octaves. Unlike his other
works for flute, which frequently employ all manner of extended techniques,
Takemitsu limits the use of extended techniques in this piece to flutter-tongue
and a few "bent" notes.

The motif is stated again, this time quite emphatically. The notes become
longer and more sustained. An extended lyricism pervades the work until we
hear the final statement of the motif repeated boldly twice at the end, each at
an equal dynamic level. It is as if the distant echo of the opening motif were a
second voice that has found its way to the fore.
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2021 Earplay Donald Aird Composers Competition
Deadline: March 31, 2021

Just ten days until the Aird Prize deadline! Open to composers of any
nationality and any age, Earplay performs the prizewinning piece and presents
a cash prize of $1,000 to the winning composer. The competition honors the

late composer/conductor/Earplay board member Donald Aird, an ardent
supporter of the creation and performance of new music, and a great friend to
Earplay. A list of past competition winners, finalists, and honorable mentions

is here.

To find more information about the 2021 Donald Aird Composers Competition,
visit this link. 
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Upcoming First Mondays Schedule
Subscribe to the Earplay YouTube Channel

April 5, 2021, 7pm Pablo Ortiz, Le vrai tango Argentin for solo viola      

May 3, 2021, 7pm  Linda Bouchard, Second Survival for alto flute, bass
clarinet, violin, viola, cello, prepared piano. Conducted by Mary Chun
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June - stay tuned for more information about our virtual spring Gala!
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Upcoming Mondays Between Schedule
Subscribe to the Earplay YouTube Channel

 

March 29, 2021, 7pm PDT, Toru Takemitsu, And then I knew ‘twas Wind
for flute, viola, and harp

Stay safe, and we'll see you online, and in the concert hall again when we can.
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